[image: image1.jpg]Community
Legal Service

Help Point




REDBRIDGE EQUALITIES AND COMMUNITY
 COUNCIL                                                

PRESIDENT: THE WORSHIPFUL THE MAYOR OF REDBRIDGE                                   GANTS HILL UNITED REFORMED CHURCH      

CHAIR: MS L HILTON                                                                                                            39 WOODFORD AVENUE, ILFORD


ESSEX IG2 6UH 


Telephone: 020-8551 8178


E-mail: david@redbridgeequalities.org


BRIEFING NOTE ON BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY LEAFLET 
“NO MOSQUES IN LOUGHTON” 

31 JULY 2009 

The British National Party put out a leaflet directed against the use of Murray Hall by a Muslim group.  Our briefing relates to claims about the South Woodford Muslim Community Centre in Mulberry Way operated by Qur’ani Murkuz Trust.  The BNP leaflet is full of untruths.  The pertinent facts are these.

1. The Centre was the subject of an arson attack in March 2000.  The fire destroyed the roof at the rear of the building.  The internal fabric and papers, including holy texts, were destroyed by either fire or water used to put out the blaze.

2. The Centre decided to rebuild and further develop their properties, including use for Friday prayers; they had to seek planning permission for this.  There was a campaign to  oppose this application, a campaign which had the active support of the British National Party.
3. The planning application went before the Area Committee which met in James Hawkey Hall on 27 September 2000.  The councillors on the Area Committee unanimously TURNED DOWN the planning application despite the fact the council officers recommended acceptance with conditions.  This is quite the reverse of what is claimed in the leaflet.
4. Nothing took place that might be described as a ‘riot’ until AFTER that decision was taken so it could not have affected the decision by the Councillors.  There was a conflict OUTSIDE the hall between some young people, who we understand were not members of the Centre and the police.  There were no more than 50 young people involved in these skirmishes, not the “mob” of 400 described in the leaflet.  I attended the meeting and witnessed the disturbance outside later. Most of the members of the Centre were inside the Hall attending the meeting when the disturbances took place outside. 
5. The Centre was eventually given planning permission for development including Friday prayers but only as a result of appealing to the Department of the Environment, not as a result of the influence of the Muslim community on councillors.
6. The Centre has been the subject of a series of sporadic attacks over the intervening years – insults to people attending, missiles being thrown at the building, excreta smeared on the walls and entrance, hate mail and local leaflets put around by the British National Party suggesting that it was a centre of terrorism.  
7. The leaflet uses quotes from a newspaper article in the Woodford & Wanstead Guardian attributed to anonymous residents.  We draw to your attention the fact that there are active BNP members living close by to the Centre. We would urge local newspapers and Epping Forest District Council to bear these points in mind when covering or making statements regarding this leaflet.
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