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A REDBRIDGE EQUALITIES & COMMUNITY COUNCIL BRIEFING PAPER
“IT SEEMS IMPOSSIBLE”

ANOTHER ATTEMPT TO DIVIDE US

There is a very sick and dangerous item going around the world wide web entitled “It seems impossible”.  It is a short series of slides with words and images.  It begins by showing shocking images of piles of dead people in the Nazi death camps.  After a number of these it then claims that the Holocaust is no longer taught in schools because it would offend Muslims.

This claim made in the second part of the slides is a complete lie.  The Holocaust is taught in schools.  In fact there are three totally unavoidably compulsory items in the Key Stage 3 (11-13 age group) History National Curriculum for England. They are the Holocaust, the dropping of the atom bomb and the slave trade. There are a lot of other things, but these three are printed in heavy type in the curriculum document.  There is no question of removing the Holocaust from the English National Curriculum for History for Key Stage Three. 

GCSE and AS and A2 Level curricula often change. Not every school student opts to do history at these levels. So the Education Minister in the 1980s, Kenneth Baker, transferred these three items to the Key Stage 3 history curriculum, which is compulsory, so that every child would know about them. Any child who attends an English state secondary school from Years 7 to 9 should know what the Holocaust was, what happened and why.

Who would produce a sick lie like this?  In whose interest in it? Only racists and fascists who hate Jews and hate Muslims and want to divide our communities against each other. For the last 60 odd years anti-Semites and Nazis have tried to deny that the Holocaust ever happened.  The same people now see Muslims as a similar scapegoat to blame the world’s problems on.  What better way of combining these hatreds than to produce something like this.  The group responsible have so far successfully kept their identity secret.
Such material is particularly worrying in a borough like Redbridge where there is a substantial Jewish and Muslim population.  Don’t be fooled by these lies.  All communities must unite against the merchants of hate and say Never Again!
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