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BRIEFING PAPER ON COUNTERING RACISM AND FAR RIGHT EXTREMISM IN THE COMING ELECTION PERIOD

This paper has been written for opinion formers, local politicians, head teachers, appropriate council officers, community leaders and faith leaders regarding the threat of racist ideas and the far right in the coming period.  The profile of the British National Party (BNP) will be increasing over the coming months in the run up to the local authority and General Elections and so it is important for people to be aware of the danger they pose, their arguments and some counter-arguments.

Who are the BNP?

“A strong and disciplined organisation with the ability to back up its slogan ‘Defend Rights for Whites’ with well-directed boots and fists. When the crunch comes, power is the product of force and will, not of rational debate” - Nick Griffin, leader of the BNP.

 The British National Party pretends today to be a respectable right-wing party, but really they are a thoroughly racist and fascist organisation.  The reality is that they are opposed to all Black and ethnic minority people, targeting those groups who are convenient to scapegoat at any given time. 
Their leader Nick Griffin denied that the Holocaust ever happened. 

“I am well aware that the orthodox opinion is that 6 million Jews were gassed and cremated or turned into lampshades.  Orthodox opinion also once held that the earth is flat... I have reached the conclusion that the ‘extermination’ tale is a mixture of Allied wartime propaganda, extremely profitable lie and latter-day witch-hysteria.”  

The BNP is a threat to all Black and ethnic minority people.  It sets out to defend the ‘White race’ in Britain from the threat of other ‘races’.  They blame crime, disease, unemployment, housing shortages and so forth on immigrants or established ‘non-white’ communities.  Where they are active they stir up racist hatred and provoked attacks on our communities. 

“All the old parties worked together to turn our once all-white country into an overcrowded multi-cultural slum”  

The BNP has changed its Constitution to allow non-white people into its membership.  Are they no longer racist?
The BNP has recently changed its constitution, by order of the courts.   The membership is now open to anyone who is “indigenous British by descent or origin” or “is of any other descent or origin” This is a peculiar amendment.  If they were truly no longer racist they would merely remove any connection between membership and "descent or origin".

This change was not enough for the court.  On 13 March, at the Central London County Court, Judge Collins ordered that the BNP remove two clauses from its constitution as they were indirectly racist towards non-white members.  One clause required that all new members agree to a vetting visit from BNP officials, which the judge found could intimidate non-white applicants.
The second was: “We are pledged to the continued creation, fostering, maintenance and existence of the unity and of the integrity of the Indigenous British and of the government of the countries of England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland, and of Eire, which are referred to in this, our constitution, as our “British Homeland.”

and

“We are pledged to stemming and reversing the immigration into our British Homeland that has, without the express consent of the Indigenous British, taken place since 1948, and to restoring and maintaining, by legal changes, negotiation and consent, the Indigenous British as the overwhelming majority in the make-up of the population and expression of culture in each part of our British Homeland.”

Nick Griffin has indicated the party will comply with the removal of these principles from the party's constitution but has made it very clear that these are the BNP's beliefs and that they are doing this under duress.

The constitution is opposed to mix-race marriages

Since they changed their constitution the BNP have continued to:

· Promote racist literature in its mailings to its membership
· Posted on their website a fake endorsement of their new constitution by a Black man who in fact had been shot by a police officer in New York on New Year’s Eve!!
· Still uphold the view that there is no such thing as being "black British".
Essentially they remain the same - racist.

Local Target

The BNP is targeting our area for recruitment and for its local and general election campaigns.  It is well known that Nick Griffin is standing for the constituency of Barking and that the BNP is also contesting the new Dagenham and Rainham constituency.  The borough of Barking & Dagenham is the only local authority in the country where the BNP are the official opposition.  They are hoping to increase the number of councillors and their target is to control the council.

In the London Borough of Havering the BNP also pose a serious threat.  They were the second party in that borough in both the Euro-elections last June and the London Assembly top-up vote in 2008 with 18% of the vote.  In Gooshays they got 28% of the vote and figures like 24% in some other wards.  This means that they have a very real chance of becoming the official opposition in Havering.  The main thing stopping them at the moment is their difficulty in finding candidates without a criminal record!

In Epping Forest they have four district councillors and six Loughton Town Councillors.

In Redbridge the BNP aim to stand 20 councillors.  In the Euro and London Assembly elections they did not score high.  Nevertheless in Hainault, where they have one councillor, they came second with 18% of the Assembly top-up vote and in Chadwell, Bridge and Fairlop wards they came third with over 10%.

They will be bussing in supporters from all over the region and beyond to canvass in Barking & Dagenham and Havering.  In some ways this will benefit Redbridge as they will not be able to do much here between now and May 2010.  However, they have been leafleting in Woodford Green and Hainault recently.  Their profile has been heightened recently because of events on the council leading to committee representation for their only councillor, Julian Leppert.

Immigration & Islam
“In 1948, not long after the guns fell silent at the end of the Second World War, our treacherous politicians initiated the greatest act of genocide against the British people in history:  The immigration invasion.
Starting with the ‘Windrush’, which landed at Tilbury in 1948, the never-ending flood of foreigners into Britain, has become a living nightmare that has turned large areas of our homeland into mini versions of Baghdad, Karachi, Islamabad or Mombasa...........a never-ending conveyor belt of Asian, African, Balkan and, most dangerous of all, Islamic immigrants”.  (NG’s emphasis).

This is from a letter which Nick Griffin sent to all members of the BNP.  It makes quite clear the central theme that the BNP will pursue relentlessly between now and 6 May 2010.  They will flood their target areas with leaflet after leaflet scapegoating migrants for every problem – housing, jobs, crime, environmental degradation, cultural degeneration – everything.  Within that they will disparage Islam at every turn as an ‘evil’ religion responsible for terrorism, the oppression of women and destroying “our Christian way of life”.  They will blame the immigration policies of mainstream parties – the ‘old gang’ – for all Britain’s ills.

This will obviously impact upon their target boroughs but also those in the surrounding region.  So even though there will be fewer BNP activists leafleting in Redbridge because they will all be drafted into Barking & Dagenham and Havering, the racist, anti-migrant and Islamaphobic discourse is likely to ratchet up community tensions here too.  We can expect more hate crime directed at migrants, we can expect the language of the BNP to creep into the playgrounds.

'Support Our Troops, Bring Them Home Campaign'

The BNP have launched this as part of their election campaign.  They will be putting out a pamphlet and touring the country with their "truth truck" to promote the 'Support Our Troops, Bring them Home Campaign'.  This will be billed as a 'patriotic campaign, arguing that young British soldiers are dying in conflicts that 'have nothing to do with us'.  It is also an Islamaphobic campaign. So they are claiming that "our seriously injured boys have even suffered abuse from Muslim hospital staff as they lie helpless, recovering from horrific wounds inflicted by other Muslims half a world away!"
Clearly those parties and organisations who are opposed to the war in Afghanistan have a responsibility to say loudly that the majority of people who oppose the war are also opposed to racism and fascism.  Wars are only possible because one people is able to see another as the enemy, as 'aliens' who can be destroyed to defend 'us'.  And all anti-fascists, whether we oppose the war in Afghanistan or not, can point out that the belligerent nationalism and racism typical of the BNP encourages people to turn on each other and makes war more common around the world.

Haiti & Foreign Aid

'Thousands of pensioners freeze to death every winter because Labour cares more about foreign aid than they do about our old folk' (national BNP leaflet distributed in Hainault)

It is unacceptable for people to be suffering anywhere in the world – pensioners freezing, people starving to death in famine or flood.  And it is certainly a scandal that pensioners are freezing to death in the UK.  But the following points can be made

· Pensioners freezing to death have nothing to do with international aid.

· International aid is a tiny fraction of the Government Expenditure  

· It is negligible compared to the money spent on bailing out the banks, on the arms trade etc.  

· It is also small compared to the cost of cold weather payments.

· It comes out of a completely different pot of money.

· Britain is one of the wealthiest countries in and much of the wealth has come from countries which are now suffering famine and floods and their plight is exacerbated by the impact our fossil fuel dependent economy is having on global warming.   

The BNP’s response to the disaster in Haiti shows their utter inhumanity. Griffin writes about

‘Sending aid to rioting ingrates while our own people die is stinking elite hypocrisy’

Crime

1 The BNP will tell you that they are the party of law and order. One of their leaders, Tony Lecomber, also lives in Woodford and is a mentor for Jullian Leppert, Redbridge’s BNP councillor.  He has convictions for attempting to bomb a left-wing organisations office and for beating up and putting in hospital a Jewish teacher in Gants Hill Station.  Jason Douglas who has stood for election in Redbridge before, also has convictions for football hooliganism.  Another thing about Tony Lecomber is that he believes that rich people are genetically superior to poor people and that poor people ought to be sterilised.  A typical fascist attitude.

2 David Copeland, responsible for the Brixton, Brick Lane and Soho bombings in which people were killed, was a member of the BNP and wanted to start a ‘race war’.  So when the BNP start talking about “Islamic terrorism” people need to be reminded of the terrorist threat from their members and supporters.

3 This continues today.  BNP member Terence Gavan from West Yorkshire has just been imprisoned for 11 years.  He had 30 improvised explosive devices and more than 30 firearms,  pipe-bombs,  booby trapped cigarette packets.  The BNP’s Yorkshire organiser leapt to his defence saying “It is a sign of the way in which multiculturalism has taken over.  This is what is happening, people are becoming very frustrated....Maybe someone in his family has been sexually abused or maybe he feels threatened.  If he was a Muslim then the Labour Party would be throwing money at him.....I’m not condoning his behaviour but this is the unfortunate by-product of bringing different cultures together.”   So much for law and order then!! 

“The NHS is in decline and many of our friends find it hard to get operations - yet we've fought for this country and paid in all our lives.  The BNP is the only party that listens" (leaflet in Hainault)

· If the BNP had their way the NHS would collapse because they would get rid of all the migrant workers and workers whose origins are from overseas - doctors, nurses, surgeons, ancillary workers....

· Campaigns against cuts in the NHS, to improve the NHS and so forth have been strong where they have been organised by people committed to unite the community - anti-fascist, anti-racists, people who believe in a multi-racial society.  The BNP can never do it because they are committed to dividing the community on national and racial lines.

"As a working family we know what it's like to be taxed to death and what effect Labour's mismanagement of the economy has had on our house price.  The BNP would ensure British jobs went to British worker" (leaflet in Hainault)

It is not the RECC's role to analyse the economic and housing policies of political parties beyond how they relate to equality but we would make the following observations.
· The housing crisis would be much alleviated if more houses were built or re-habilitated.  So clearly there are more jobs to be done that no-one is being paid to do - so it’s not too many workers chasing too few jobs that is the problem.  This might be addressed by more public expenditure and greater investment, something which those taxes should be going towards.  But this is not the BNP’s policy.  They think that the problem is 'foreign workers' and high taxes.

· The RECC has produced a briefing paper on migration and the recession which we can provide on request.  Suffice it to say here that the recession is worldwide.  People migrate to where there are jobs or might be jobs.  This includes British workers too.  Stricter immigration controls actually tends to make it worse for all workers because the more who are deemed illegal and forced into clandestine work, the weaker the bargaining power of everybody.

· The three largest groups of migrant workers in Redbridge are from New Zealand, Australia and South Africa.  This does not fit the stereotype that the BNP and some newspapers encourage.  It does not matter where migrants come from but the BNP is playing on racist attitudes, but pretends that it is just about jobs.

"We have children and we want them to be brought up in a Christian country and taught about our religion, culture and traditions in school.  The BNP opposes the Islamification of Britain" (leaflet in Hainault)

· It is important for the LBR to make clear its commitment to teaching about ALL religions, culture and traditions, produce publicity explaining key points in the curriculum which shows that this is taking place.  

· Britain isn't a "Christian country".  People have equal rights regardless of their religion or lack of religious faith.  We would not be a true democracy otherwise.

· No political party is for the 'Islamification of Britain'.

· The 'Islamification of Britain' is a myth.  As of 2007 there are 82 churches in Redbridge, 4 Mosques, 14 Synagogues, 3 Hindu Temples, 3 Gurwardas, 1 Bahi temple and 1 Buddhist temple, listed in the Directory of Faiths in Redbridge (Faith Forum, on Redbridge i website)  

· These were the kind of fears that were whipped up against Jewish immigration into this country at the beginning of the 20th Century.

"The Government prioritises immigrants when it comes to housing.  The BNP will house British families first - it’s only fair." (leaflet in Hainault)

· Migrants and asylum seekers do not have a right to permanent public housing and have very limited rights to temporary housing, sometimes none at all.

· Migrants make up an increasing number of people sleeping rough on the streets.  

· Most migrants have no access to benefits.

· All children, regardless of their background or immigration status have a right to a roof over their head.  But the BNP don't agree.

· We believe that nobody should be homeless. 
· The BNP got votes in Barking & Dagenham by putting out leaflets headed "Africans for Essex", claiming that the Government were giving £50K to Africans to settle in Essex.  This, of course, was nonsense.  The Eastside Consortium, of which we are a part, will be producing a briefing paper specifically about the “Africans for Essex” myth.

What about the Mainstream Parties?
We can expect the mainstream political parties and the newspapers to condemn the BNP and sometimes talk about the benefits that immigration can bring.  However, there is a huge danger that the rise of the BNP will shift the overall political and media centre of gravity in a racist, anti-migrant and anti-Islamic direction.  Within minutes of Andrew Brons winning the BNP’s first seat in the European Union elections in June, a Government minister said, after stating how awful it was, “we must listen to what the electorate are telling us about immigration”.  In other words politicians are likely to listen and act upon anti-migrant fears and sentiment rather than supporting those that the BNP are scapegoating.

We appeal to the mainstream political parties not to appease the BNP.  The BNP and the mindset they represent can only be defeated if a positive stance is taken on having a multi-cultural, multi-racial society, where we strive for greater equality, not less, where ethnic groups and communities are not blamed for the failings of the system.  On immigration there is a danger that respectable political parties will be calling for even tougher immigration controls resulting in the inevitable increase in deportations, detentions, raids, destitution, sweat shop exploitation and so forth.  On this and other issues do not follow where the BNP leads in the hope that this will steal the ground from under them.  It won't - it will only encourage them and give their ideas greater credibility.

David Landau

Redbridge Equalities & Community Council

March 2010                                                  
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