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BRIEFING PAPER ON
MULTI-CULTURALISM
What is Multi-Culturalism?  

Multi-Culturalism is where people with different backgrounds, customs, beliefs, etc live alongside each other in a society, without having to conform to one single cultural norm.  Britain has never been a fully multi-cultural society.  Even in a society which aspires to multi-culturalism there is usually a dominant set of norms which reflects the majority.  Everybody is subject to the rule of law and this itself will reflect the heritage of the mix of cultures that have been in Britain the longer and within that the ‘political class’.
Does Multi-Culturalism imply segregation?
No.  Multi-culturalism is about unity and diversity.  People should be able to learn from each other, share knowledge and practices that they bring to each other in society. Multi-culturalism does imply the right of different groups to have organisations, places of worship and so forth.  But multi-culturalism is opposed to separatism and ghettoisation.  Segregation is largely the product of racism and other prejudices – people being pushed into particular areas and barred from others, and people avoiding areas for fear of attack.  Once these patterns have arisen, separatist tendencies within certain communities might then become more influential and perhaps dominant.
Society is more likely to be cohesive and integrated if every community is confident and everyone has an equal standing.

Diversity within communities
There is a common misconception by both some advocates and opponents of multi-culturalism that different ethnic groups confirm to unique cultural norms.  This is not the case.  If we look at White English people for example there are different practices and contested values.  The values and customs of working class
people can be very different from business people and the aristocracy.  It is often the case that different socio-economic sections within ethnic groups have more in 
common with each other because of their common experiences and problems.  This will be true of people suffering disabilities in different ethnic groups too, for example.  

Does Multi-Culturalism mean denying Human Rights and Equalities?
No.  A multi-cultural society ought to uphold human rights and equalities – equal rights for women, gay men and lesbians, ethnic groups, disabled people, the young and the elderly, people of different nations.  These are likely to clash with the more traditional values of nearly all cultures as human awareness and enlightenment develops throughout history.  

There is a view that the insistence on ‘Britishness’, or some may argue Englishness, is a guarantee of human rights and equalities.  It is important to remember that women only got the vote in the 1920s and this was fiercely opposed by some Englishmen (and a few women) seeking to defend tradition values.  Homosexuality was illegal in Britain up until 1967.  All religions have been opposed to homosexuality until recently and it is still a matter of controversy even in those religions that have embraced gay rights.  

In our view equal rights and human rights are a matter of insisting on our common humanity, our human identity, rather than any particular national, cultural or religious identity.  
The Far-right & Multi-Culturalism
Far-right and fascist organisations have the thoroughly racist belief that certain ethnic groups are inherently superior to others, that ‘races’ should not mix and that the ‘master race’ should  rule or destroy the others.  Those who seek success in elections deny they believe this and have switched their focus to destroying multi-culturalism rather than multi-racialism, arguing that differences of values and culture undermine the nation.   But this is a mask behind which they agitate against other ‘races’.
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