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19 October 2010

PRESS RELEASE ON THE DEATH OF JIMMY MUBENGA

Redbridge Equalities & Community Council is shocked by the death of Jimmy Mubenga and wish to express our condolences to his wife and five children here in Ilford.  We welcome the fact that the authorities appear to be taking this seriously and the Homicide Unit are investigating his death.  

Jimmy Mubenga fled Angola where he had been a student activist and sought asylum in Britain.  He was given 'exceptional leave to remain'.  However, after a fight he was convicted and served time in prison.  As a result of this the decision was taken to deport him.  His attempts to appeal against this were unsuccessful.

We would seriously question the principle of double punishment involved here.  If anybody commits a crime they should be punished.  But the crime is just as bad whatever the immigration status of the perpetrator.  Why should some people suffer a single punishment, whilst others face deportation afterwards?  Jimmy's family suffered separation from him twice, once to prison and then through deportation - or would have if he had not died.  This is a form of discrimination woven into our laws.

Moreover he was being deported to a place where he had good reason to fear that he would be persecuted and perhaps killed.  Imagine if a Jewish person committed a crime, even a violent crime, and was then deported to Nazi Germany in the 1930s.  Is it any wonder that Jimmy was extremely upset at the prospect of deportation? 

Redbridge Equalities & Community Council believes that this tragedy highlights key issues and therefore we support the demand from some Members of Parliament for a wide-ranging independent inquiry into the way people in the UK are deported and the principles underlying these deportations. 
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