This paper has been written for local professionals to challenge a dangerous myth that creates tension in the Barking and Dagenham area. The profile of the BNP is likely to increase in the run up to the local and General Elections and so it is important for people to be aware of the danger they pose and the tactics they are employing to stir up disharmony and segregation.



Africans for Essex

The British National Party (BNP) announced that hundreds of Africans were being paid £50,000 to relocate to Barking and Dagenham from other London boroughs. This scheme, dubbed ‘Africans for Essex’, was supposedly a master plan hatched by the Labour government to secure more votes in the area. 
The BNP’s ‘Africans for Essex’ claim has been conclusively proved a lie. Research conducted in 2007 proved that only 30 people moved into the Barking and Dagenham area via a cash incentive scheme over a four year period. Furthermore only 9 out of the 30 were of African descent. 

The BNP has prospered in Barking and Dagenham as a result of claims that Africans are being offered £50,000 to buy properties in the area as part of a scheme by the government to ensure electoral success in the future. With a shortage of low costhousing , rising house prices in the private sector and the fastest changing community in the country, many local people have believed this lie. The BNP has fear mongered and heavily manipulated fact to scare the local community.        


19 of London’s 33 local authorities run a cash incentive scheme designed to help council tenants buy a property outside the borough instead of buying their existing council homes. There is no scheme or agenda to move specific ethnic groups to Essex. Local authorities promote council tenants buying their own properties, as council houses are so in demand and are in short supply, especially in the densely populated inner London area. Therefore providing tenants with a cash incentive scheme not only helps people to buy their own houses, but helps relieve the demand for council properties. In addition the cost of this scheme is much lower in the long term for local authorities, who often have to spend a great deal of their budget on social housing.


An investigation revealed that only 1,332 people across London had taken advantage of this scheme over the past four years, of whom only 30 moved into Barking and Dagenham. The majority of these people where not of African descent. The research also unearthed that people participating in the cash incentive scheme were being given far less than the BNP stated, with the average payout being around £16,000. Again the BNP are showing their ignorance and lack of understanding about the situation, whilst promoting fear and disharmony. 
It is true that there is a housing shortage problem in Barking and Dagenham, largely due to many council tenants, through the right to but scheme, buying their council houses. This has resulted in Barking and Dagenham residents on the social housing register having to wait considerable amounts of time for property. However the cash incentive scheme does not in any way interfere with locals waiting to secure council housing. The cash incentive scheme helps people buy private sector houses. Therefore there is absolutely no truth in the calim stating that ‘others’ are taking ‘our houses’, but rather they are grossly distorting and manipulating the truth, at best through severe lack of understanding and at worst by racial hatred.

The BNP try to capitalise on the council housing problem in Barking and Dagenham, by commenting on the influx of different ethnic groups into the area who 'steal houses away from indigenous residents’. Again the BNP’s arguments are twisted as the region is officially  the cheapest area to live in London and buy property (BBC Regional news 08/04/10), thus increasing the chance of newer communities buying property in this area . The people who move into the area and have bought property are not only radically contributing to the surrounding economy, but they again are not applying for council homes and are not threatening locals council accommodation.. 

It is somewhat ironic that the BNP supposedly stand for harmony and a united Britain, when all they seem to do is project segregation and arguments lacking in fact or logic. While the facts will not stop the BNP regurgitating the Africans for Essex lie, the research can be used to persuade local people how damaging the far right and extremist groups are to this area.
Contact us?

Contact the Redbridge Equalities and Community Council

· By phone: 0208 551 8178

· In person at: Gant Hill United Reformed Church, 39 Woodford Avenue, Gants Hill, Essex, IG2 6UH

· By email: office1@redbridgeequalities.org
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